Hannah Riordan caps successful summer season with two more gold at North American Challenge Cup
Hannah Riordan of Cornwall, Ont., capped a sensational summer season in international junior swimming on Saturday with victories in the 50-metre freestyle and 4X100 medley relay to conclude the North American Challenge Cup with five gold medals.

Riordan took the women’s 50 freestyle in the 17-18 age group in 26.53 seconds with Breanna Hendricks of Calgary second in 27.38.  Riordan also anchored Canada’s win in the 4x100 medley relay with Dominique Bouchard of North Bay, Ont.,  Allison Long of Calgary and Rachelle Salli of Langley, B.C.

This summer with the junior program, Riordan won a silver medal in the 50 freestyle at the world juniors last month in Mexico and won four gold medals at the Tri Nations Cup last weekend in Quebec City against the top juniors from France and Britain.

‘’It’s been the best summer of my life,’’ said Riordan, 17.  ‘’I got a lot of experience and got to meet a lot of new people.  The big improvement I made was finishing my races.  I tended to tail off a bit at the end and I fixed that this year.’’

Riordan dreamt of being race horse jockey as a youngster but by 12 she knew that swimming was her calling.  ‘’My whole perspective on competitive swimming changed when Robert Eynon joined our club (the Cornwall Sea Lions) as the head coach in 2003,’’ said Riordan.  ‘’He gave me a lot of motivation in the sport and turned it around for me.’’

